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In  1776,  the  British  House  of  Commons  rejected  a reso- 
lution, that  the  slave  trade  “ was  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
God  and  the  rights  of  man”  Yet  that  trade  is  now 
piracy  by  act  of  Parliament. 

In  1788,  on  a bill  being  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Lords,  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  the  trade,  Lord  Chancellor 
Thurlow  ridiculed  “ the  sudden  fit  of  philanthropy  that  had 
given  it  birth/’  and  Lord  Chandos  predicted  “ the  insurrec- 
tion of  the  slaves,  and  the  massacre  of  their  masters,  from 
the  agitation  of  the  subject.” 

In  1789,  on  a motion  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  that  the 
house  woiild  take  the  trade  into  consideration,  a member 
pronounced  the  attempt  to  abolish  if,  "“Hypocritical,  fanatic, 
and  methodistical,”  and  contended  that  Abolition  must  lead 
to  "insurrections,  massacre,  and  ruin.” 

In  1791,  Col.  Tarleton,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
speaking  of  the  proposed  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
declared  that  " the  measure  was  fit  only  for  the  bigotry  and 
superstition  of  the  twelfth  century.”  Lord  John  Russel 
asserted  that  Abolition  was  "visionary  and  delusive,  a 
feeble  attempt  without  the  power  to  serve  the  cause  of 
humanity.” 

Lord  Sheffield  could  " trace  in  the  arguments  for  Aboli- 
tion nothing  like  reason,  but  on  the  contrary,  downright 

phrensy.”  j _ 

In  1792,  the  Abolitionists  were  denounced  in  Parlia- 
ment, as  " a junto  of  sectaries,  sophists,  enthusiasts,  and 
fanatics.” 

In  1793,  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  now  William  the  IV., 
in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Lords,  declared  the  Abolition- 
ists to  be  " fanatics,  and  hypocrites,”  and  so  far  violated 
parliamentary  decorum,  as  to  apply  these  epithets  to  Mr. 
Wilberforce  by  name.  Yet  has  he  lived  to  crown  the  labors 
and  fulfil  the  hopes  of  Wilberforce,  by  giving  his  assent  to 
the  bill  abolishing  slavery  in  the  British  dominions. 

In  1804,  Lord  Temple  declared  in  Parliament,  that  to 
abolish  the  slave  trade,  would  be  " the  death  warrant  of 
every  white  inhabitant  in  the  islands .” 

Ten  times  did  Mr.  Wilberforce  bring  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  the  traffick  before  Parliament,  and  ten  times 
was  he  doomed  to  witness  the  failure  of  his  efforts ; nor 
was  this  detestable  commerce  suppressed,  till  thirty  years 
after  the  first  motion  against  it  had  been  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Now,  it  is  prohibited  by  the  whole  Christian 
world. 


ists,  whether  the  latter  are  not  in  their  opinion  the 
greater  nuisances.  Much  as  the  free  negroes  have  suffered 
from  the  charges  of  the  Society,  still  there  have  been 
limits  to  the  invectives  hurled  against  them.  No  chan- 
cellor  has  adjudged  them  to  be  “ reckless  incendiaries.* 
No  counsellor,  learned  in  the  law,  has  charged  them  with 
being  guilty  of  “ a palpable  nullification  of  that  Constitution 
which  they  had  stcorri  to  support. ”t  No  honorable  Sena- 
tor has  denounced  them  as  “ fanatics,  increasing  injury  and 
sealing  oppression.”!  The  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  New-York  Colonization  Society,  never 
asserted  that  they  sought  to-avse  tJ»*>  pulpits  “ -fhK_ihe._base 
purpose  of  encouraging  scenes  of  bloodshed. ”||  Nor  did 
even  the  New-York  Courier  and  Enquirer  ever  propose, 
that  the  city  authorities  should  inform  them,  that  they  must 
prosecute  “ their  treasonable  and  beastly  plans  at  their 
own  peril in  other  words,  that  they  should  not  be  pro- 
tected from  mobs.§  Nor,  finally,  has  any  city  corporation 
accused  them  of  holding  sentiments,  “ demoralizing  in 

* Speech  of  Chancellor  Walworth  of  New-York. 

t Speech  of  D B.  Ogden,  Esq.  of  New-York. 

t Hon.  Mr.  Frelingbuysen,  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

II  Commercial  Advertiser,  2d  Oct.  1833. 

§ Courier  and  Enquirer,  11th  July,  1834.  The  same  paper  of  27th 
Dec.  1834,  contains  the  following. — “We  do  say,  and  say  in  all  the 
earnestness  of  conviction,  that  no  meeting  of  Abolitionists  should  ever 
be  suffered  to  go  on  with  its  proceedings  in  the  United  States.  When- 

pwr  thegf*  wrptehpd  dismrhP-Cff_nf  the  nnhlir  npanp  n.nrl  n Latter's  a£_MUE= 

CHAPTER  III. 

Fanaticism  of  Abolitionists. 

One  of  the  most  usual  terms  by  which  Abolitionists  are 
designated  by  their  opponents  is,  “ the  fanatics.”  It  seems 
they  are  fanatics,  because  they  believe  slavery  to  be  sinful. 
The  grounds  for  this  belief,  have  been  already  stated.  But 
is  the  sinfulness  of  slavery  a new  doctrine;  or  has  it  been 
held  only  by  weak  and  misguided  men  ? Is  Wilberforce 
to  be  denounced  as  a “ wretched  fanatic,”  because  he 
declared,  “ slavery  is  the  full  measure  of  pure  unsophisti- 
cated wickedness,  and  scorning  all  competition  or  compari- 
son, it  stands  alone  without  a rival,  in  the  secure,  undispu- 
ted possession  of  its  detestable  pre-eminence.” 

Was  Jonathan  Edwards  a poor  “misguided”  man,  for 
thus  addressing  slave  holders.  “ While  you  hold  your 
negroes  in  slavery,  you  do  wrong,  exceedingly  wrong — you 
do  not,  as  you  would  men  should  do  to  you  ; you  commit  J 
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BO  ST  ON,  September 


1833. 


Dear  Sir  : 

I have  just  finished  a course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  and  its  Remedy.  The 
general  ground  I have  taken  is,  that  slaveholding  is  in  all  cases  a sin — is  not  sanctioned  by 
the  word  of  God — is  not  entailed — that  the  slave  is  qualified  for  the  possession  of  his  long 
lost  but  inalienable  rights — that  no  schemes  of  Amelioration,  or  Gradual  Emancipation  can 
be  effectual  means  of  remedy — that  the  scheme  of  Immediate  Emancipation  is  an  effectual 
means — that  such  emancipation  is  safe  for  the  master,  &c.  &c.  It  is  proposed  to  publish 
these  lectures  in  a small  book,  and  I design  to  dedicate  the  book  particularly  to  ministers  of 
the  gospel.  I do  not  ask  you  to  recommend  the  book  or  endorse  all  its  sentiments.  My 
object  will  be  attained  if  you  will  sign  your  name  to  the  enclosed  circular,  and  give  me  the 
liberty  of  printing  it  along  with  the  names  of  others.  Over  fifty  names  have  already  been 
obtained,  among  them  are  the  Rev.  Messrs.  W.  B.  Weeks,  D.  D.,  Newark,  N.  J.;  D.  C. 
Lansing,  D.  D.,  and  Joel  Parker,  New  York  ; Beriah  Green  ; S.  L.  Fomroy,  Bangor  ; 
Thomas  Adams,  Vassalboro’  ; David  Thurston,  Winthrop  ; Wm.  Smith,  Prof.  Math.  Bow- 
doin  College,  Brunswick,  Me.,  &c.  If  willing,  please  to  add  your  name  to  the  list,  procure 
the  names  of  as  many  other  clergymen  of  any  denomination  as  you  can  conveniently,  and 
return  them  by  mail  or  otherwise  immediately. 

Yours  with  much  respect, 

AMOS  A.  PHELPS, 


Pastor  of  Pine  Street  Church , 
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BOSTON , September 


1S33. 


Dear  Sir  : 

I have  just  finished  a course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  and  its  Remedy.  1 he 
general  ground  I have  taken  is,  that  slaveholding  is  in  all  cases  a sin — is  not  sanctioned  by 
the  word  of  God — is  not  entailed — that  the  slave  is  qualified  for  the  possession  of  his  long 
lost  but  inalienable  rights — that  no  schemes  of  Amelioration,  or  Gradual  Emancipation  can 
be  effectual  means  of  remedy — that  the  scheme  of  Immediate  Emancipation  is  an  effectual 
means — that  such  emancipation  is  safe  for  the  master,  &c.  &c.  It  is  proposed  to  publish 
these  lectures  in  a small  book,  and  I design  to  dedicate  the  book  particularly  to  ministers  of 
the  gospel.  I do  not  ask  you  to  recommend  the  book  or  endorse  all  its  sentiments.  My 
object  will  be  attained  if  you  will  sign  your  name  to  the  enclosed  circular,  and  give  me  the 
liberty  of  printing  it  along  with  the  names  of  others.  Over  fifty  names  have  already  been 
obtained,  among  them  are  the  Rev.  Messrs.  W.  B.  Weeks,  D.  D.,  Newark,  N.  J.;  D.  C. 
Lansing,  D.  D.,  and  Joel  Parker,  New  York  ; Beriah  Green  ; S.  L.  Pomroy,  Bangor  ; 
Thomas  Adams,  Yassalboro’  ; David  Thurston,  Winthrop  ; Wm.  Smith,  Prof.  Math.  Bow- 
doin  College,  Brunswick,  Me.,  &c.  If  willing,  please  to  add  your  name  to  the  list,  procure 
the  names  of  as  many  other  clergymen  of  any  denomination  as  you  can  conveniently,  and 
return  them  by  mail  or  otherwise  immediately. 

Yours  with  much  respect, 

AMOS  A.  PHELPS, 

Pastor  of  Pine  Street  Church 
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Pastor  of  Pine  Street  Church. 


Boston,  August 


1833. 


Dear  SiRr  , 

I have  just  finished  a course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  and  its  Remedy.  The  general  ground 
I have  taken  is,  that  slaveholding  is  in  all  cases  a sin — is  not  sanctioned  by  the  word  of  God — is  not 
not  entailed — that  the  slave  is  qualified  for  the  possession  of  his  long  lost  but  inalienable  rights — that  no 
schemes  of  Amelioration,  or  Gradual  Emancipation  can  be  effectual  means  of  remedy — that  the  scheme  of 
Immediate  Emancipation  is  an  effectual  means — that  such  emancipation  is  safe  for  the  master,  &c.  &c.  It 
is  proposed  to  publish  these  lectures  in  a small  book,  and  I design  to  dedicate  the  book  particularly  to  min- 
isters of  the  gospel.  I do  not  ask  you  to  recommend  the  book  or  endorse  all  its  sentiments.  My  object 
will  be  attained  if  you  will  sign  your  name  to  the  enclosed  circular,  give  me  the  liberty  of  printing  it 
along  with  the  names  of  others.  I hope  you  will  not  hesitate  for  fear  the  number  of  names  will  be  small. 
I am  satisfied  that  it  will  be  large  and  respectable.  If  willing,  please  to  sign  the  within,  and  return  it  by 
i*  mail  immediately. 

Yours  with  much  respect, 

AMOS  A.  PHELPS, 

^Pastor  of  Pine  Street  Church . 
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